ISSN 0265-8003
THE SBORT-RUN DEMAND FOR MONEY: A RECONSIDERATION
Robert J. Gordon

Discussion Paper No. 24
July 1984

Centre for Economic Policy Research
& Duke of York Street
Londeon SW1Y 6LA

Tel: Ol 230 2963

The research described in this Discussion Paper is part
of the Centre's research programme in International
Macroeconomics. Any opinions expressed here are those
of the author{s) and not those of the Centre for
Economic Policy Research. The CEPR is a private
educational charity which promotes independent analysis
of open economies and the relations between them. The
research work which it disseminates may include views
on policy, but the Centre itself takes no institutional
policy positions.

These discussion papers often represent preliminary or
incomplete work, circulated to encourage discussion and
comment. Citation and use of such a paper should take
account of its provisional character.



CEPR Discussion Paper No. 24
July 1984

The Short-Run Demand for Money: A Reconsideration *
ARSTRACT

The partial-adjustment approach to the specification of the
short-run demand for money has dominated the literature for more
than a decade. There are three basic problems with this
approach. First, the same lag structure is imposed on all
variables, and each independent variable enters only as a current
value. In contrast a rational individual would respond to
different variables {income, interest rates, prices) with gquite
different lags. Second, when the general price level is subject
to gradual adjustment but can move quickly in response to supply
shocks, the influence of these supply shocks should enter with a
negative sign. Third, the estimated eguation for real balances
may not be a money demand equation at all, but rather its
coefficients may represent a shifting mixture of demand and
supply responses.

The empirical work examines several alternative dynamic
specifications, including a generalized partial adjustment
framework and the error-correction model. Both of the latter
specifications exhibit greater structural stability after 1973
than the standard partial adjustment model, and the generalized
partial adjustment model also vields relatively small errors in
post-sample dynamic simulations. Shifts in coefficients as the
sample period is extended after 1973 are consistent with the
interpretation that the real balance eguation no longer traces
out structural demand parameters, but rather a mixture of demand
and supply responses.

JEL classification: 130, 310

Robert J Gordon
Department of Economics
Northwestern University
Evanston, IL 60201

Usa

(312) 492-3616

*Delivered as JMCB lecture, Ohio State University, May 17, 1984.
This research has been supported by the Naticnal Science
Foundation and is part of the CEPR programme in International
Macroeconomics, and the NBER's pregram in Economic Fluctuations.
Any opinions expressed are those of the author and not those of
the Centre for Economic Policy Research or the National Bureau of
Economic Research. I am grateful to Stephen Goldfeld, Michael
Hamburger, and Paul Spindt for providing data, to Nathan Balke
for research assistance, to William Barnett, James Davidson, Ian
bomowitz, Stephen Goldfeld, Stephen King, David Laidler, and
Andrew Rose for their comments on a closely related earlier paper
(19842), to James Clouse for his insightful criticisms of an
early version of this draft, and to Joan Robinson for her
masterful handling of the production process.




TABLE OF CONTENTS

L. INTRODUCTION. . euiuiirnncarsacencnnaacnosannn [P bessnsssannanay venl
IT1. DISTINGUISHING THE SHORT-RUN AND LONG-RUN FURCTIONS....eccsenaseoas wend
The Standard ApPpProAcChec.weeceecacsccsosanssasanesaanasasnssnanann 4
The Short-run Demand for Money: Who Needs ItZ..ccceeuuenanesss )
ITT. ADJUSTMENT AT THE INDIVIDUAL LEVEL..:vvasesssciassnrransronnovensen 12
Portfolio Adjustment Costs for an Individual.esevescececasssnaas 12
Revision of the Standard Formulatiom
of Short~run DynamicS.eeevevsssessccsssssnrsonsssans esnsssanald
IV. THE AGGREGATE LEVEL...uvceecoseaasanecnn rerasssaaean rrritbetennamaan 19
The Gradual Adjustment of PriceS...vecevsmess etrrreeeanan R—-]
Figure livevecsccacancasana ceeussemssassssamansana [P 234
Money Demand or Money Supply Function?esecacanceas vesecssananans 24
A New Interpretation of Parameter Instabllity...ccececaaas [—
V. DYRAMIC SPECIFICATION AND ERROR CORRECTION...vvvceenverrecscannanan 28
Dynamic Speecificarion in the General
Sinpgle=~Equation Case..... weesssssansesanena himbotrsnracasens 29
Application to the Short-run Demand for Mone¥.ec.ccecesa. P
VI. EMPIRICAL RESULTS.cuvunveenarnaccannsanes tessecsesanssansevnrnnanmne 36
Basic Results for the Six ModelSivewwewsaanaaaa caeemeerseaans +es36
Table loceciuiinrvnsvrscannansans eesessasaan cesbreeraraear s 364
The Carter Credir Controls and
Shifts in Monerary RegimesS-..iueeieseasa tesasreseressnann venwabl
Table 2cvuvrnvncnnnn cesmessaeasa teeranmnane casssemensanns e A2A
Table 3uceweceennnaens tararermaneaan Cessmsesuanes aveveaeaane 434
The 1981-83 “"Velocity Puzzle iivewnavnns resesenoanaaa tetvnornaas 44
Table duveaieniiirerronnanns teeesssiea eserrrnrar e [ 45A
VII. CONCLUSION...vvrricnrcaccannnnanans tratarrrnaan sesssenana trssrrenane 46
Relation of Empirical Results to Preceding AnalySiScevesssvesans 46
Verdict on the Alternative Models of Dynamic AdJustmente..s..-.- 48

R  ereNCeS.s s aaaanrsacsnsonnscorannanns cemvsaan ..



I. INTRODUCTION

Slightly more than a decade ago, the demand for money was one of
the least controversial topics in macroeconomics, both in its underlying
theory and in the stability and plausibility of empirical coefficlent
estimates. Conference sessions on the demand for money were an casis of
tranquility when compared to the controversial state of Phillips curves
and zggregate supply macroeconomics in general. While the theory of the
long-run demand for money remains essentially intact, a cloud of
uncertainty now hangs over the entire subject of the short-run demand
for money. This general air of discomfort originates partly in the
much-researched "Goldfeld puzzle” (1976) of too little wmoney and too
much velocity In the mid-1970s and has heen reinforced by the more
recent puzzle of too much money and too littlie velocity in 1981-83.

But there are deeper issues at stake as well. The empivical
relationships estimated under the heading of “short-run money demand”
even on pre—i%73 data yielded a larvge coefficient on the lagged depen—
dent wvariable and were plapued by substantial residual autccorrelation.
While "inertia”™ in the adjustment of real money balances was usually
explained as resulting from portfolic adjustment costs, Laidler {(1982)
and Gordon (1984a) have suggested that the short—run money demand
funection may be partly a Phillips curve In disguise. Sluggish adjust-
ment of real halances may reflect inertia in aggregate price adjustment
as well as inertia in portfolio adjustment, and some of the post=—1973
instability in the short-run money demand function may be a side effect
of shifts in the Phillips curve that occurred as a result of supply
shocks in 1973-75.

The recognition of irertia in the inflation process leads to other




reasons for doubt that a shert—-run structural demand for money function
can be identified (Cooley-Leroy, 198l; Coats, 1982). The usual function
explains real balances as depending on current output and interest rates
and lagged real balances. If prices are sticky, then the burdem of
achleving short-run adjustment to changing output and interest rates
must be carried by the nominal money supply. If the central bank in an
attempt to stabilize interest rates allows the money supply to respond
" instantly and fully to changes in output and interest rates, them these
passive shifrs in the money supply function will trace out the desired
short—run money demand function. Bur if the central bank abandons
interest rate stabilization and instead targets the growth rate of the
nominal money supply, then roles are reversed and output and interest
rates become endogenous variables responding to momey. Although the
Federal Reserve neither completely stabilized short-term interest rates
nor monetary growth for any substantial interval during the post-Accord
pericd, nevertheless there ls widespread agreement that over time the
Fed shifted its emphasis from interest rate stabilization fe monetary
aggregate targeting. If this shifc did rtake place, then coefficients in
coaventional equations in journal articles on the "demand for money” may
actually represent a shifting mixture of demand and supply responses.
This paper atrempts to provide a new interpretation of the short—
run dewand for money that emphasizes the multiple relations among the
four major variables that enter the standard money demand function——the
nominal money supply, real output, the price level, and the interest
rate. Even the most recent investigations and literature surveys on the
“Goldfeld money demand puzzle” give 1little attention to the other

functional relatiens that involve the four variables. These include the



short=run Phillips curve that explains price changes as depending on the
level and change in cutput and (at least implicitly) past changes in
money; the short-run money supply function that relates the money supply
to the monetary base, interest rates, reserve requirements, and the
discount rate; the money reaction function that relates the monetary
base to one or wore determinants of money demand, includiog output,
prices, and interest rates; and the closely rtelated cquations deseribing
the evolution of the rate of change of monay as depending on past
monetary changes and unemployment, used for the purpose of proxying the
concept of "anticipated monetary change” in the work of Barre (1977),
Barro-Rush (1980} and their folleowers. The existence of these “other”
relationships linking wmoney, output, the price level, and the interest
rate suggests that the short-run money demand functions estimated
heretofore may be better viewed as “interesting reduced forms™ rather
than as structural equations that provide estimates of coefficients
corresponding to structural parameters derived from the theory of
portfolio behavior. Shifts in coefficients in these reduced forms may
not refleet changes in portfolio behavier but rather {(a) movements of
variables in the “other”™ equations that are incorrectly omitted from the
equation explaining real bazlances (e.g., supply shocks and price con-
trols in the Phillips curve equation), (b} instability in the coeffi-
cients in the “other™ equations, or (¢} a shift in econtrol regimes by
the central bank.

In additicn to its discussion of specification issues in this
multi-equation context, the paper provides new econometric estimates of
equations explaining nominal or real money balances. The primary

emphasis in the empirieal section is on loosening the constraints on




dynamie adjustment behavior thar have been almost universally imposed
in the short-run money demand literature. In particular, equations with
otherwise identical sets of explanatory variables are estimated for
several different classes of dynamic adjustment models, including the
conventional "Koyck log level™ approach, first—-difference changes, and
the “error~correction” model advocated by David Hendry (1980a, 1980b),
Jawes Davidson (1984a, 1984b), and their collaborators. Differences in
results with the alternative dynamic models are discussed within the
m:lti-equation context, and each model is subjected to dynamic post-—
sample simulations over the decade sinee 1973 and the four years after
the shift in monetary control regimes in late 1979.

In light of the large literature on the conventional approach,
including the recent surveys by Laidler (1977, 1980) and by Judd and
Scadding (1982}, no attempt is made here to review systematically the
papers that address the issues under discussion. Instead, the emphasis
in the theorerical section is on establishing links between the short—
run demand for money function and related topics in rime series
macroeconometrics, and in the ewpirical section is on interpreting
coefficients estimated for alternative models of the adjustment process

in light of the foregoing theoretical analysis.

II. DISTINGUISHING THE SHORT-RUN AND LONG~RUN FUNCTIONS

The Standard Approach

The long~runm and short-run concepts of the demand for money are
distinguished by the absence of adjustment c¢osts in the former and their

presence in the latter. Allowing upper-case letters to stand for log



levels (and veserving lower—case letters subsequently for growth rates),
the long=tun demand for real balances in logs (M: - Pt) depends on a

vector of variables (X):
*
(1) Mo - Py o= £(X(), or
*
MP = (X)) + P,

The long—run demand for money function assumes that tastes are constant
and that individuals can adjust their holdings of money instantly and
costlessly to any change in the vector of the variables (X) that
determine money holdings. A universal feature of every theory of the
long~run demand for money is homogeneity of degree one with respect to
the price level. The demand for money is a demand for real balances,
and in fact this distinction between real and nominal balances is
sometimes invoked to support the feasibilicy of identifying a demand for
money function that is separate from a money supply or money reaction
function.

Because of adjustment costs, actual real money balances (M, =F ) are
not always equal to the desired amount (M:—?t). Only a portion {(n) of
the gap between desired and actual real balances is clesed in a single
discrete time period (denoted by the subscript "t”), implyirg that the
current level of real balances is a welghted average of the desired

level and of lagged real balances:

*
(€3] M - P = n(MthE) + (I—n)(Mt_le ), C<n <1,

=1

When (1) and {2) are combined, the demand for real balances can be

written:
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When the vector “X" is made to include real outpur, a short—term market
interest rate, and the interest rate on savings deposits, (3} is exactly
the specification used in Goldfeld's original paper (1973) and that
vields a post—1972 prediction puzzle.

The long=run function (1) asks how much money individuals would
held in hypothetical alternative circumstances in which the elements of
the “X” vector take on different values. The short-run function
acrributes the sluggish adjustment of the observed values of real
balances iIn response to the more volatile "X changes to postulated
portfolic adjustment costs, with unity minus the estimated coefficilent
on the lagged dependent varfiable (1-(1-n)) = n interpreted as the
portfolio adjustment coefficient, and (1-n)/n as the average adjustment
lag. The formulation (3) is not the only possible representation of
adjustment costs. Below we examine the implications of several
variations, including adjustment costs for neminal rather than real
balances {as suggested by Goldfeld, 1976), and separate adjustment

processes for nominal balances and prices.

The Short—run Demand for Money: Who Needs It?

The concept of the long-run demand for money plays such a central
role in macroeconomic theory that it is diffiecult to imagine living
without it. Numerous theoretical exercises in monetary theory,
including the study of optimal inflation and other long=-run issves, are
based on the standard twin assumptions that the supply of money is
exogenous and that the demand for money is stable. Often in such models

the price level does the necessary quick maneuvering to equate the



demand for mominal balances to the exogenous supply. Similarly, stable
long—run money demand functions, both at home and abread, ave key
ingredients in the monetary theory of the balance of payments and the
more recent monetary theory of exchange rate determination. In
macroeconomic theory for the closed economy, it has become common to
specify aggregate real demand {Q) as an inverted noney demand functioxn,
e.g-;, Q = a(M~P) + v, with interest rates omitted and v treated as white
noise.

What seems less clear is the need for a short-run momey demand
function. This startling assertion may seem even more pPreposterous to
the large number of economists who have struggled to find a stable
empirical function. But there are good reasons to doubt the need for
this concept, from both a monetarist and a Keynesian perspective.

Monetarists, while providing the intellectual underpinnings for
central bank monetary targets, usually show disdain for and disinterest
in short-run relationships, reflecting their long time horizonm in
interpreting economic behavior (M. Friedman, 1968). Thus there was
little consternation in the monetarist camp at the velocity collapse of
1981-83. Even though this velocity shift implied that nominal GNP ia
late 1983 was about 10 percent lower than would have been predicted in
mid—1981 based on the historical growth of veloeity, most monetarists
seemed unperturbed by this shift, and none were observed to confess the

X

need to abandon wonetary targets under such circumstances. This

indifference to drift in the predictions of short-run money-demand

lThe 10 percent figure is the cumulative shortfall of Ml velocity in the
eight quarters of 1982 and 1983 from the 1969-80 trend. The correspond—
ing figure for M2 is 9 percent.




functions may reflect the general monetarist belief that any deflection
of nominal GNP from the previously anticipated path will be reflected

mainly in prices rather than output over any but the shortest time

perspeczive-2

Keynesians also have good reasons te be unperturbed by instabllity
in the short-run demand for money function. Some economists, mostly of
the Keynesian persuasion, have examined the possibility that the central
bank might target nominal GNP rather than one or more monetary
aggregates.3 In one version of nominal GNP targeting, 2 desired growth
path of nominal GNP is chosen that yields the socially optimal
combination of inflation (p) and derrended output (a), given the

constraint imposed by the economy's reduced-form Phillips curve:
= 2 B
4 Pe = Prop T W0 tYaz toe.

Here for convenlence only one lagged value of inflation is entered, z
represents a vector of “supply shock™ variables, and EE is an error
term. (4) can be combined with the fdentity:

- - "
(5) @ =Q., t Yr T 9 7 Pes

. .
where Yr ~ 4¢ 1s excess nominal GNP growth, i.e., the excess of actual

nominal GNP growth (Yt) over the trend or “natural” growth rate of

2Ironically, in light of his earlier writings that stress the loug Tun,
M. Friedman has recently made widely publicized forecasts based on
extreme short-run quarter-to-quarter relationships. See Guzzardi (1984)
and M. Friedman (1984).

3Support and analysis can be found in Bean {1983), Feldstein (1984),
Gordon (1983), Hall (1983), Meade (1978), and Tobin (1980, 1983).



output (qt). This creates a two—equation model of the dynamic response
of output and inflation, that explains the behavior of py and at’ given
the exogenous variables Z., Y, and q:. When an empirical estimate of
(4) is combined with (5), an optimal path of nominal GNP growth can be
determined that minimizes the policymakers' loss function.

If the primary short-run links betweea the policy instruments under
the Fed's immediate control and the nominal GNP target are short—term
interest rates, then there is little reason for corcern with the short-
run demand for money functiorn. Once a nominal GNP target path is chosen
from simulations of (4} and (5), the central bank would use its
influence on short-term nominal interest rates toe "lean against”™

deviations of forecast nominal GNP growth from the target path without

any reference to the money Supply.a In the context of nominal GNP
targeting, then, the supply of one or more arsitrarily defined monetary
aggregates would be shifted from central stage to backscage.5

It may require some mental readjustment for the economics

profession to demote the woney supply to a second~order economic

&The scope for stabilizing nominal GNP through an interest-rate feedback
rule is demonstrated in Gordom (1984e).

5In this sentence the phrase “arbitrarily defined™ refers rto the
meaninglessness of the current distinction between M1 and M2. The
balances that T use for all my transactions in a2 “Fidelity USA" account
are included in M2, not ML, whereas the "NOW” and “Super NOW" accounts
that provide inferior services at greater cost are included in both Ml
and M2. The distinction between ML and M2 tells us more about the
distribution of income and wealth than about the transaction motive for
holding money balances, since the only barrier to establishing a mulri-
purpose interest-paying account like the Merrill-Lynch CMA or Fidelity
USA is a purely transitory entry deposit of $10,000 or $20,000. This
entry fee is transitory, because one can write a check against it the
instant the account is established and thereafter maintain an average
balance of clese to zero.
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variable for short=run analysis. But events have now shown to be
obsolete the major reason to pay attention to noney, that is, frs
presumed causal connection with inflation. When the two years 1981-83
are compared with the decade average for 1%70-80, the growth rate of Ml
accelerared by 2.6 percentage points and that of M2 by 0.7 percentage
points. 1If most economists had been rold in 1980 that this ac¢eleration
of monerary growth was about to occur, they would have predicted that
there would be a further acceleration in inflation. Yet, as evervone
knows, the actual outcome was a sharp reduction in the inflation rate,
from 9.2 percent in 1980 to 4.2 percent in 1983 for the GNP implicit
defla:or.6 The recent experience conflicts with the mich—-quoted maxim
that "inflation 1s always and everywhere a3 monetary phenomenon™ and
suggests its replacement with 2 new truism that {at least in the long
run) "inflation is always and everywhere an excess nominal OGN growch
phenomenon.” That is, when output is growing at its long-run trend rate

and the output ratio Qt {s zero, (5) becomes:
(5% =y -q
Pp ™ ¥ T 4

The foregoing argument ean be related to the role of money in the
simple I5-LM model of undergraduate macroeconomics textbooks. Once the
I8 and LM curves are combined to form the econowny's aggregate demand
schedule, there is no reason for special attention to the mouey

supply. If the supply of money is determined by the central bank

6The growth rate figures for Ml and M2 are quarterly rates expressed on
an annual basis for the eight quarters 1981:01 through 1983:04 compared
with the average for the 44 quarrers between 1970:Ql and 1980:Q4.
Inflation figures are annual averages.
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through its conduct of open marker operations and discount rare policy,
those instruments (together with fiseal policy) are then the arguments
of the aggregate demand function. Most of the "big issues” in
macroeconomics, particularly the determinants of ourput fluectuatiens and
inflation, can be stated in terms of the interaction of this aggregate
demand schedule with an aggregate supply function, without need for
separate reference to the IS or LM curves. The one important tepic that
requires the 15-LM apparatus, rather than the aggregate demand curve, is
the dependence of the interest rate on the mix of monetary and fiscal
pelicy. But evea here the money supply is unimportant once the central
bank zargets on nominal GNP, singe mow the "mix" issue ¢an be translated
into a positive dependence of the natural rate of interest on the fiseal
deficit for any given level of nominal GNP.

These questions about the need for the short=run money demand
concept are related to Benjamin Friedman's (1977) eritique of short-rum
monetary targets. Friedman argued thar an iantermediate rarge: procedure
based on the money stock hinders policymakers from making optimal use of
available information, but nevertheless money may still be an important
informatien variable. We argue that in a short-run context there is no
need for one or more monetary aggregate concepts to intervene between
the central bank's direct operating instruments and its ultimate
objective of centrolling nominal GNP. The money stock continues to be
interesting only to the extent that its past values help the central
bank forecast deviations of nominal GNP growth from target, or to the
extent that woney directly determines nominal GNP over and above the
contributicns of the primary operating instruments of the central bank——

unborrowed reserves and short—term interest rates.
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III. ADJUSTMENT AT THE INDIVIDUAL LEVEL

Portfelio Adjustment Costs for an Individual

Equation (2) above is the standard approach to modelling the short—
run adjustment of real money balances for an individual. This approach,
which goes back teo Eisner-Strotz (1963) and Griliches (1967), views an
agent as facing a tradeoff between the costs of being off his lorg-run
money~demand function (1), and transactions costs that are incurred in
proportion to the change per period in real balances. If we write the
two types of costs (Kl and Kz) in quadratie form, and use rhe i

subscripr to denote individual varizbles, we have:
(6) K K, [oeF -p ) (1, ~p y1%
I P e e My

;o v _ 2
(73 By = kL0, Py (Mi,t—l P21

The cost-minimizing adjustment will take place according to (2), with
the adjustment parameter n = kll(k1+k2).

However, doubt about the appropriateness of rhis adjustment
formulation arises from a considerarion of alternative shocks to which
Qur represeuntative agent may be subjected. Let desired holdings of real
balances in rime peried t depend on the expected level of the
individual's real income (Qit) and of the opportunity cost of holding
money (Rg}, where R, 1s properly interpreted as the difference between
the interest paid on alternatives ro money and the own-interest on
money:

(8} £X) = a+e® +a RE-

e
0 1Qit 2

The standard approach to the specification of the short-run demand for
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money assumes that we can maintain the individual adjustment equation
for analysis with aggregate data. Thus, dropping the "i” subseripe,
when QF and RY are replaced by their own current values, and {6) is

substituted into (3}, and we allow for an error term, we have the

standard Goldfeld specification:

(9 M- P = “[‘"'o"“lqn“’an] + (l—n}(Mt_l—Ptul) +u .

This forwulation implies that actual money holdings adjust with the
same coefficient (n) to changes in either output or interest rates. Yet
a comsideration of individual portfolio behavior suggests that in
general the adjustment to income and interest rate changes should be
quite different.

Let us examine an agent's reaction to the following hypothetical
evencs:

A. An anticipated increase in real income due, say, Lo a
stheduled wage increase occurs on January l. There is clearly no
adjustment cost in raising real balances if wages are paid in the form
of money. When income iz paid in the form of money, as still occurs for
most labor income, divideunds, and some kinds of propriecors'’ income, the
relevant portfolio adjustment cost is not in raising real money balances
in response to higher income, but rather in reducing the initial receipt
through reallccation to other forms of assets, e.g., savings accounts,
bonds, and equities.7

B. An unanticipated increase in real income causes no more

7The major type of income paid in a form other thanm Ml is accrued
interest on assets not iuncluded in M1, where ianterest is credited to the
account rather than pald by check.
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adjustment cost In raising real balances than a fully anticipared
increase, as long as income 1is paid in the form of money. The main
difference in the case of an income “surprise” is the presumed greater
magnitude of portfolio reallocacion costs. For an individual managing a
portfolio comsisting only of Ml and a savings account, when higher
income is expeeted in advance, ML can be temporarily depleted in
anticipation of the forthcoming payment (thus reducing the excess to be
transferred to savings), whereas this advance depletion canmot occur in
the case of an income surprise.

C. A government transfer payment distribured in the form of
meney, the classroom example of “helicopter money” or "money rain,” is
identical ro any other form of income surprise received in the form of
money. There is no portfolio adjustment cost in raising real balances,
but only in reducing them as part of the precess of portfolio
reallocation.

D. If financial markets operate efficiently, then changes in
interest rates are unanzicipated. Real money balances adjust slowly to
changes in interest rates for two reasons, both the delay in adjusting
expectations of the interest rate level in the determination of M:, and
the partial eclosing of any gap between M: and Mt due rto transaction
costs. Thus at the fndividual level gradual adjustment of real balances
makes sense for interest rates but not for real income, leading us to
question the specification in (3} that forces an identical adjustment
speed on each component of the "X vector of independent variables.

E. From the individual polnt of view, an open—market operation
is like any other cause of a change in interest rates. The government

bond purchase changes interest rates enough to induce sufficient
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portfolic holders to shift from bonds to money. A goveranment transfer
financed by bond issue can be viewed as s combination of cases C and E,
with the recipients of the transfer payment actually paid in money,
while a concurrent open—market purchase shifts the portfolio of other
individuals by encugh to leave the money supply constant.

F. Finally, consider a “price surprise™ due to a higher price
of energy. Real income and real balances decline simultaneously. There
is no adjustment cost, because the individual does not control rhe price
level. The decline in real balances occurs effortlessly, without any
transactions taking place. Once again, as in the cases A, B, and C, the
change in real balances is observed to occur simultaneously with the
occurrence of the shoek, with no adjustment lag or trausaction cost

incurred.

Revision of the Standard Formulation of Short—run Dynamics

Two changes are suggested by this discussion for the standard
dynamic adjustment formulation in equations (2) and (3) above. First,
the absence of adjustment costs In response to a price surprise suggests
that it is costly to adjust nominal rather than real balances, so that

equation (2) should be rewritten in nominal form:

(zn)

=
li

* .
RMt + (l—A)Mt_I, implying

") M

H

ME(X) + AR+ (1M ).
For estimation purposes (3') can be rewritten

{10) Mt - Pt = xf(xt) + (1--A)(Mt —Pt).

-1

We can see that (10) is eguivalent to the original "real” adjustment
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formulation (3), with the addition of a previously omitted variable, the

rate of inflation:

(10" Me = Pe = AE(X) + =0)01,_~p, ) - (1-A)(e ~P ).

In Goldfeld's classic paper (1973} rhat later yielded the “Goldfeld
puzzle,” rhe real adjustment hypothesis was used as in {(9). Bur in his
veexamination of the puzzle, Goldfeld (1976) shifred to the nominal
adjustment hypothesis. Thar this switeh occurred after the 1973-75
"price surprises” ig understandable, although Goldfeld (1976) did not
explicitly discuss the implausibility of (2) nor give more than cursory
attention to "price effects” (pp. 702-4).

The nominal adjustment scheme of (2') is more plausible rthan the
real adjustment hypothesis of (2), but it scill constrains the adjusc-
ment of real balances to all the components of the ¥ vector to be
identical. An interesting point te note abour (10} is that dP, fdM_
= 1/x > 1, whereas in the long run dPt/dMt = l. This implausible
Structure is another symptom of the more general problem that the
reasons given for gradual adjustment of nominal or real money balances
in the case of an individual actually imply overshooting and non=-
gradually—adjusting price behkavior in the aggregate-8

The basic problem encountered in cases A, B, and C, the fact thar
income is paid in the form of money, can be surmounted by distinguishing
between money holdings at the end of the last period and ar the
beginning of this period. If we denote money holdings at the beginning
of a pericd as M't and at the end of a period as My, and if we designate

e e VS

81 am grateful to Jim Clouse for this point.
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m't as the receipt of money at the beginning of the period in the form
of expecrted or unexpected income or a government transfer payment, then

M/}

¢ by

1 + m!.
Tl P

Thus (2') is replaced as the adjustment equation by:g

- _ * " 1
(z7) Moo= AM +(1AvaﬂmQ.

To provide a specific example of the implications of (27) for
empirically estimated momey demand equations, let us adopt as a
kypothesis about expectations that the income concept relevant for money
demang (QE) is Friedman's “permanent income" (1959), estimated from 2
geowetrically declining distributed lag, and that the interest rate is

expected to follow a random walk:

e - s 3j
(un Q, {a B)J—EGB Qs
e =
(12) Be = Rer

When (11} and (12) substituted into (8), and then into {(2"), we have:

(13) ¥, = iley +a (18) ] sth_j YR+ P (-0

+ m').
T 5=0 1 t

1

Now let us assume that a windfall gain in real income oecurs (ES).
and that it is paid our in money at the beginning of the period

(ES = m;)- Then with the additicnal simplifying assumption that income

9Coats (1982) derives an equation in the form (2") but does not pursue
its implications as in (13} -~ (15) belew. Laidler (1982) alse intro—

duces the distinction between individual momney heldings at the ead of

last pericd and at the beginning of this period.
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in all previous periods has been a constant equal to Qg, so Q =

QO + €Q;

we obtain from (I3):
= _ . Q -
(16) M, J\[c&o taQptaR o+ rl+ 0L J\(l-cxl{l is})]et + (1 J\)Mt_,l-

The second term in brackets is the coefficient on the curreat inmovation
in income, and this is quite different from the coefficient (lul) that
is implied by the conventional approach (7). More generally, allowing a
separate innovation over each period in the past, {I4) can be general—

ized to:

+ P ]

- ) T 230
(15) Moo= Alay +a(Qur(1-8) | 3 Brug) Y @R+ B

j=1

*+ (e o8 led + -aom .

An inspection of (15) reveals three aspects of dyoamic adjustment that
are ignored in the conventional specification (9). These are (a) the
inclusion of lagged terms as well as the current term for real output,
(b) the difference in the coefficient on the current output innovation
from the geometric structure of the coefficients on lagged output inno-
vations, and (c) the different adjustment lag for output changes than
for interest rate changes. A further feature of this analysis is the
dependence of the coefficient on corrent ocutput on the assumption that
all of the current income innovation is paid in the form of money.

If only a fraection is paid as meney, the coefficient would he different,
and in an aggregate time series context the coefficient on income might

change over time with shifts in payment practices and technology.
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IV. THE AGGREGATE LEVEL

The preceding analysis follows the usual practice of making no
distinction between the individeal and aggregate level. The 717
subseript was Introduced in the statement of adjustment costs percelved
by an individual In equations {6) and {7), but otherwise variables were
writren without the "i™ subscript, as if the reference agent's behavior
could be treated without qualification as identical to that of the
aggregate economy. Laidler (1982) has also examined the distinction
between the individuzl and aggregate levels, and has developed alter—
native interprerations of the coefficient on the lagged dependent
variable appearing in equations like (3) or (10}. We shall not repeat
here his analysis of the Jdistinction bhetween portfolic adjustment costs
and rhe formation of expectations about permanent income. Rather, we
provide here a further analysis of two other issues that arise at the
aggregate level. Individuals are price takers and are not concerned
with price adjustment, but prices must somehow adjust at the aggregate
level; problems introduced by gradual price adjustment are examined in
the next section. Subsequently we examine problems introduced by the
possibility that nominal money is partly or completely exogencus at the

aggregate level.

The Gradual Adjustment of Prices

Much of my recent research has emphasized an approach fo macro—
economic analysis that combines the long-run neutrality aspects of the
natural rate hypothesis with the short-run graduval adjustment of prices
{"NRH-GAP"}. In Gordon {1982a) I showed that this approach could make

sense of the behavior of output aad price changes in guarterly data back
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to 1890 and could explain poscwar observaticns wirh a standard error
several orders of magnitude smaller than the parallel research of Barro
and Rush (1980). Some of the implications of gradual price adjustment,
together with proposed explanations of sticky price behavior in product
markets, are provided in Gordon (1981) and Okun (1981). Here we examine
the main implications for the dynamic specification of short-run money
demand equations.

Laidler (1982) derives an adjustment equation in which agents are
always on their demand function for nominal balances, but in contrast
the aggregate price level adjusts slowly to its equilibrium level. Here
we allow gradual adjusctment of both nominal balances and the price
level, and derive a more general dynamic specification of which
Laidler's is a special case. To make this more general analysis
possible, it is necessary to assume that current nominal GNP (Yt) is
predetermined. Iwplicitly we assume thar nominal GNP evolves as a
function of a set of past variables, including bank reserves, interest
rates, government spending, and tax rates.

Then, given the current value of nowminal GNP, we define two
equilibrium concepts, the equilibrium price level and the equilibrium

money stock as follows:

(18) P} = Y, ~Qp, and
16"y My = Y, - V(X

Here in (16) the equilibrium price level (P:) is defined as that which
will make the predetermined current level of nominal GNP (Yt) compatible
with the "natural” level of real GNP (Q:), which is assumed to be

exogencus. In (16'} the eguilibrium money supply (M:) is defined as
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that which will be demanded at the current level of nominal GNP, given
the veloeiry of money, which is written as a function of the explanatory
variables in the long~run money demand function [V(Xt)]. Since nominal
GNP can be decomposed into the current price level and current real GNP
(¥, = Pp + Q), (16') is identical to the long run demand for money
function (1) above, with f(xt) = Q- V(Xt). Nominal balances adjust in

the standard way, from (27), with an error term now added:

* M
7 = on .
{(in Mt XM: + {1 )‘)\11;—1 + £y

In this section we simplify the expositien by ignoring the distinetion
in (2") between money at the end of one pericd and the beginning of the
next.

Now let us assume that the price level (Pt) adjusts gradually to

* P
its eguilibrium level (Pt), except when there is a “price shock” (Et);

= * P
(18) P, = wP_+ (1P | + & .

We can add more substance to (18) by replacing the Ei term with a
coefficient times the supply shock wvector from {4) plus a serially

P
uncorrelated exrror term Et,

' - * P
(18") Po= uPt + (l-u)Ptal * a7zt ﬁt.

This formulacion implies that supply shocks are ignored in the

* 10

determination of Pt'

lOThis is consistent with the idea that adverse supply shocks have an
inflationary impaecr only to the extent that nominal wages fail to
decline to their lower equilibrium level. In this context Qt is
interpreted as the "no shock natural output level” thar ignores the
transitory decline in output after a supply shoeck that occurs as a
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To derive the implications of these assumptions for the behavior of
real balances, we first combine (16) and (16') to eliminate Y., then
* CI
substitute the resulting relation between M, and P_ into (17), and then

use the resulting expression to substitute for P: in (18'), yielding:
(19) P (mwr - e - v )+ e - ey, - €D
T tel t t by t =1 t
P
+ + E5.
R 5:

With some further manipulation, we can write the implied equation for

real balances:

- *_ TN =
(20} M o-P = uiqt v(xt)] + LG Wb -p )
- oM _ - P
MDA S SRS B T S

This form (20) is a convenlent one for discussing the implications
of gradual price adjustment. First, we note that if agents are always
on their money demand function, then A = 1. If we neglect the supply
shock and error terms, and if we recall that Q: - V(Xt) = f(xt)’ then

{20} reduces to:

(21) M- Re o= WEX) + Umw) QLR ),

which is Laidler's result (1982, equation 23).1l Laidler clains that

lags in price adjustment {v < 1} provide the “best available explana-

1iThis result is also repeated in equation (%) in Laidler's comment on
Gordon {1984a).
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tion” of the presence of the lagged dependent varfiable in an equarion
like (21), although from (20) we can see that the matter is more in-
velved if X # 1, in which case there are two lagged dependent variables
(Mt—Pt_l and Mc—l_Pt-l)' each with coefficients that depend on both the
speed of price adjustment (4) and of portfolio adjustment (\).

Another implication of the analysis, omitted from {21) but present
in {20}, is that the supply shock variables (zt) belong in the money
demand equation with a negative sign. The supply shock variables thac
turn cut to be relevant in the Phillips curve (4) are serially
correlated and have, taken together, =z uniformiy positive influence on

inflation during almost every quarter between 1973:Ql and 1975:04.

(Insert Figure 1 here)

Figure 1 plots the cumulative values of Zy against the predicrion error
of the Goldfeld money demand specification (6), and shows that the two
move together with opposite signs-l2

To summarize this section, we note that our basic equation (20) can

be related to the standard Goldfeld specification (3) if we make just

two changes. Tirst, we must set the two adjustment coefficients equal

L'J'The inflation equation is that estimated in Gordon—King (1982), vhere
the supply shock vector contains four wvariables, all of which are
positive during wost or all of the 1973-75 peried, (a) the change in the
personal consumption deflator minus the change in that deflator net of
expenditures on food and energy, i.e., the effect on consumption prices
of changes in the relative prices of food and energy, (b) the change in
the relative price of imports, {c) the change in the effective exchange
rate of the dollar, and (d) a dummy for the rebound after the Nixon
price controls that is in effect during 1974:Q2 through 1975:Ql. The
top frame plots the dynamic simulation forecasting error of the equation
in this paper shown below in this paper in Table 1, column (1).
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to each other (v = i), and, second, we must drep the price innovation

terms. This yields:

= * - ] M
(22) M, - P, MDD (L 2\)(Mt_1 Pt_l) e

Thus the Goldfeld specification is a special case that comstrains the
two adjustment speeds to be equal and ignores the presence of an ervor
term in the price equation. Because that omitted error term is serially
correlated, given the evidence produced by studies of inflationm, it is
not surprising that serial correlation has been present in estimated

versions of (22).

Money Demand or Money Supply Function?

Ar the individual level, prices, income, and interest rates are all
taken to be exogencus, and agents are assumed to adjust nominal balances
in response to changes in these exogenous variables. To convert a
specification derived at the individual level into one appropriate for
estimation ﬁith aggregate data, it sust be assumed in parallel fashion
that the aggregate nominal money supply is completely passive in the
face of changes in each argument in the demand for money function. But
when the money supply or monetary base 1s set by the central bank in a
way that makes money respond less than completely to the arguments of
the money demand function, the estimated parameters canmnol reveal the
parameters Qf the demand for money function. This “impossibilicy
theoren” has been discussed ;7 Cooley and LeRoy (1981}, whe claim that
the interest elasticity of money demand caunot be identified. Here we
examine identification and simultaneity issues in the context of two

specific feedback rules for the central bank.
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In this discussion we use a stripped—down demand function for real

balances:

d a
(23) Mp - P, ®Q, *aR + el

in an economy rhat also has a money supply function relating nominal
money balances to the monetary base (B), the same interest rate (R}, and

dan error term:
s s
(24) M: BIB: + BZRE + €g-

The first of two alternative monetary control rules, the central bank

sets rChe interest rate at some desired value Plus an error:

* R
(25) Rt = Rt + ct.

Implementation of this rule makes the monetary base endogenous with
respect to the arguments of the money demand function and the errers in

the money supply and interest rate equations:
1 * R d s
L -, + + - + o+ - .
{26) Bt 81 [Pt ulqn (02 BZ)(Rt Et) €. et]

Possible difficulties in estimating the money demand function (23)
include inconsistency in the case of (2) correlation between 8: and
5%, or (b) an effeect of the current money supply on R:, which will
make ci correlated with Ry, or (c) autocorrelation of ss together with
an effect of rhe lagged money supply on R:.

The problem becomes much worse if the Federal Reserve follows a
feedback control rule for the monetary base, allowing the desired base

*
Bt to respond to output and the inflation rate:

*
27 Bt = BO + ¢1Qt + wz(Pt-Pt_l).
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In (27) the coefficients v, and ¢, are negative if the Fed pursues a
countercy¢lical policy. With partial adjustment of the actual base to

its desired value, we have:

28 = ¢ B
(28) B, = 9B, + (1=0)B_, *+ €,

. _ _ B
= 4Byt T YRR 0T 4 B ke

When (24} is used te substitute for B,_, in (28), and then (28) is

substituted back inte (24) for 8., we can write the momey supply as:

R -]
(293 Mo = 81018y +4)Q + 9, (P P2 * BpR,
5 _ . s B
AL, -8R me] e T BE

With some rearrangement we can rewrite {29) as an equation that

determines real balances:

S = -
(30) My - P = ¢[8B - ®

s
T t R ILPUIO RN b DIC M SR

t t-1

+8,IR, = (IR )1 = (1=v)(B~R )

s _ s B
+ Et (1 ¢)Ct—1 + Bigt'

Here we have real balances determined by all the familiar variables in
the standard Goldfeld specification (%) - - Q, R, and lagged M-P. There
are a few additional variables, but we have already secn that these were
arbitrarily excluded from (9), including the lagged interest rate R._)
(which appeared above in (15)), and inflation (which appeared as an
{anovation in (20) as well as direetly in (107)). We note also that the

error term is serially correlated, a usual feature of estimated versions

of (9).
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A _New Interpretation of Parameter Instabiliry

It is clear that estimation of an equation coentaining most or all
of the variables in (30) may tell us nothing about the paramerers in the
underlying money demand function, if the central bank has followed a
control rule like (28). More important, the interpreration of any such
estimated equation will be strongly influenced when the central bank
shifts from an interest rate rule like (25) to a base rule like (28).
For instance, in the Goldfeld equation the coefficient on output should
be positive when (25) is in effect, but it may shift to negative when
(28) is in effect, since in (30) the output coefficient appears in the
form ¢81¢1, with ¢ and Bl positive and ¢1 negative. Similarly, under
the interest-rate rule, the coefficient on the interast rate should be
negative (although it may be biased by correlation between the two error
terms ef and ei). But in (30) the coefficient on the current interest
rate is positive and equal to 82‘ the interest elasticity in the money
supply function, while the coefficient on the lagged interest rate is
zerc. The closer ¢ is to zero, the closer the interest rare effect
approaches a first difference with a positive sum of coefficients. Only
if base adjustment in (28) ig instantaneous does the lagged interest
rate effect disappear.

Some investigators have estimated money demand equations over vary-
ing sample periods, with the stated intention of studying changes in the
income and interest rate elasticities of the demand for money. Yet such
coefficient shifts may tell us more about changes in policy rules than
about the characteristies of the underlying money demand function. This
task is made particularly difficult in the Unmited States by the eclectic

behavior of the Fed, which in some periods has "leaned against the wind”
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of changing interest rates without stabilizimg them completely, while in
other periods has attempted without much success to stabilize the growth
rates of one or more monetary aggregates. Thus the typical policy
regime has been a mixture of interest rate and money stabilization, and
as a result the coefficients in a Goldfeld-type specification are likely
te represent a blend of money demand parameters with the supply param—
eters of (30), and shifts in the estimated coefficlents are as likely to
tell us about shifts in the policy mix as about responses of money

demand behavior.

V., DYNAMIC SPECIFICATION AND ERROR CCRRECTION

The previous analysis suggested that the standard approach to the
specification of money demand eguations is subject to serious problems
of misspecification and identification. Simple examples indicated that
the usual Goldfeld specification imposes several arbitrary exclusion
restrictions, including (a) the omission of lagged output variables in
addition to current output, (b) the imposition of the same lag distribu-—
tien on output and one or more interest rate variables, and (c) the
omission of variables to represent supply shocks or other sources of
systematic shifts in the price level. The identification problem arises
because (d} an econometric equation linking real balances to output and
interest rates, with assorted lagged money and price terms, may be
derived from either a model of money supply or money demand. The co-
efficients in the standard equation can be interpreted as parameters of
money demand only if the central bank has followed a regime of interest
rate stabilization, and instability in coefficients of standard equa-

tions may tell us more about shifts in cemtral bank regimes than about
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shifts in money demand pehavior.

The empirical section of this paper estimates equations in which
real balances appear on the left-hand side, and standard explanatory
variables {output and interest rates) appear on the right-hand side.

The novelty consists of examining results for several alternative
arrangenents of these variables to determine the effect on previous
results of dynamic misspecification (points a and b above); the
_intreduction of proxies for supply shocks from my previous werk on
inflation to determine the importance of point {ec} above, and an
interpretacion of remaining shifts in coefficients in terms of the money

supply vs. money demand identification issue, point (d) above.

Dynamic Specification in the General 3ingle-Equation Case

The standard partial adjustment model is only one of several
alternative arrangements of variables, within the general class of
autoregressive distributed-lag equations:

N
3 =
{31) gLy, .{ 4 (WK, + e,
i=]1
where di(L) is a polynomial io the lag operator {(L). Hendry, Pagan, and

Sargan (1982), hereafter HPS, present a useful “typology” of altermative

types of dynamic models based on the first—order version of (31):43

2 =
(32) Yt BO * let ¥ Bzxz~1 * BBYt—l * t

This is assumed to be a structural relationship, with X, weakly

exogenous and the error term assumed to be white noise. The notable

13An earlier exposition of the typology is provided by Hendry (1980a).
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features of (32) are that both current and lagged explanatory variables
appedar, in addition to the lagged dependent variable, and that both Yt
and X, are entered as levels rather than differences. The standard
partial adjustment model that has dominated the money-demand literature

is a special case of (32):

(33) Y: = EO + slxt + £3Yt“1 e,

where 82 in (32) is assumed to be zero.

HPS develop a taxonomy of nine different versious of (32), differ-
ing in the assumed parameter restrictions, of which partial adjustment
(33) is only one. In this section we contrast (33) with two of the
eight other possibilities that seem most promising for the study of the
short-run dynamics of money demand, that is, the first~difference and
error-correction models. Interested readers are referred to HPS for the
full typology of nine medels, which they point our

"deseribe very different lag shapes and long-run responses of Y
to X, have different advantages and drawbacks as descriptions of
economic time series, are differentially affecced by various
misspecifications and prompt generalisations which induce
different research avenues and strategles.” (HPS, 1982, p. 27)

The most important weakness of partial adjustment is the
possibility of invalid exclusion of Xi-1 Cor in the moere general case
all relevant lags of X.). In turn this may result in reaching the
erroneous conclusion that speeds of adjustment are slow whenm in fact
they are not. Further, many derivations of partial adjustment equations
like (33) entail that er is autocorrelated, leading to the usual

statistical problems. These two problems interact, since the
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coefficient 63 is bilased upward in the presence of positive serial
correlation, leading to an overstatement of the mean adjustment lag
33/(1-83)-I& Geldfeld and his followers uniformly adopt the Cochrane-
Orcutt “rho—correction™ method of correction for serial correlation and
obtain significant positive values of rho, with little comment regarding
the implication that the original untransformed equation like (33) may
he misspecified (either by imposing BZ = 0 or by omitting one or more
relevant explanatory variables).

"Differenced data” models are another special ecase of (32) that

impose two restric¢tions, 83 = 1 and 82 = *Bl:

+B.x + e .

34 e = %o 1% t

Here we retain our earlier notational device of ﬁsing lower case letters
to represent differences in logs in conéras: £o upper—case letters that
continue to represent log levels. Differencing 1s often recommended as
a simple way to achieve stationarity and to avoid the spurious
regression problem, e.g., by Granger aad Newbold (1974) and Plosser and
Schwert (1978). 1In an earlier paper on money demand (198%4a) I showed
that a differenced data specification for the Goldfeld variables yields
much smaller post—l1972 errers in dynamic simulations than the log-level
partial adjustment specification, especially when the dependent variable
is differenced nominal rather than real money. However, this result is

subject to the same criticism as any application of the general

laFurther, Hendry (1980), p. 97, shows that the skewness imposed on the

lag distribution by (33) yields a mean lag that is 50 percent higher
than the median lag when 3 1s estimated to be 0.95, as sometimes occurs
in money demand studies.
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differenced form, that the equilibrium solutiom to (34) is lefr
indeterminant. In fact, if By = 0 and e, in (34) is white noise, then
there i{s no long-run relationship between the levels of ¥ and X.

This disadvantage of the differenced format is avoided by shifcring
to the “error-correction mechanism” (ECM) that has been studied and
advocated by David Hendry (1980a), James Davidson (1984a), and their
varicus co—authors, with applications te the study of U. K. money demand
equations in Hendry (1980b}, and Davidson (1984b). The ECM takes rhe
original general dynamic equation (32) and imposes the restriction that
1:

81+82+335

{35 v, = BO + let + (1*83)(X-Y)t_1 + e

Wotice that the differenced equation (34) is a speclal c¢ase of (35) that
imposes the additional restriction that 83 = 1, implying that since
zsi =1, Si = -82. The phrase “"error correction™ comes from the fact
that with y = x = & = 0, from (35) we have Y = X, so that the tern
(X~Y)t_1 measures the "error” in the previous period, and agents
“correct” their decision about Y, in light of this disequilibriusm. The
differenced format of {34) by contrast allows the level of Y, to wander
about without any tendency toward correction.

Some of the examples in the literature have assumed that in equi-
libricm Y has a unitary lomg=-run elasticity to changes in X. 1f we we
let g represent the steady state growth rate of borh X and ¥, then we

¢an substitute into (35) and obrtain:
(36 g = BG +Bg (1‘83)(X-Y),

implying



33

g, - (1-B,)g
(37) vy = ox et
1 - 33

The proportlonality assumptioa might be appropriate for relations that
ceem to exhibit a uwnitary elasticity over a long period, e.g-, the
demand for M2 in the U. S. where the velocity of M2 is observed to be
roughly constaat since 1960. TFor the study of some other relationships,
e.g., the demand for M, the proportionality assumption may mot be

appropriate, and the ECM model can be written:
(38) y; = Byx * (18, 0(=1) _ + (B +8,4B4-L )R 1+ @,
= éoxt + 51(x-Y)tw1 +6,X 1

and the restriction 8, = 0 in (35) can be tested directly. If the
restriction is rejected, then the long-run form becomes
(ﬁl+32)x + 60 - (l"Bl)g

(39) Y = .
1 -8,

Almost all of the empirical applications of the ECM have been to
U. K. data, and it remaios to be seen whether this approach can shed
light on the short-rum behavior of the demand for money in the U. 5. At
least in principle, the wain advantage of the ECM approach over simple

differencing is that it provides a sensible long-run interpretation, as

in (37) and (39).

Application to the Short-Run Demand for Money

The empirical section of the paper studies the sensitivity of
coefficient estimates, post—sample dynamic simulatien errors, and Chow
test measures of structural shift to alternative forms of dynamic

specification, while maintaining a uniform sample period and set of
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explanatory variables. 1In cach equation the dependent variable is the
level or first difference of the log of real M1, using the GNP deflator
as the price index to deflate Ml. The explanatory variables are real
GNP, the GNP deflator, the Treasury bill rate, the savings deposir rate,
and the lagged dependent variable.

The only difference in the data used in this paper, compared to
most earlier research, concerns the interest rate variables. As stated
above in connection with (8}, the interest rate that enters f{nto the
money demand equarion should be rhe opportunity cost of holding money.
Previous research on the demand for ML, by including a short—term market
rate like the Treasury bill or commereizl Paper rate, as well as the
savings depesit rare, has implicirly assumed that own-return on Ml is
zero. Here we enter both the Treasury bill rate and savings deposit
rate as the excess over the own-return on Ml, using a series for the
latter provided by Michael Hamburger. The Ramburger own-rate series
measures only the pecuniary return on ML, not the implicit services
received by holders of demand deposits, and ranges from zero before 1963
to a modest 1.3 percent in lare 1983, This figure represents rhe
weighted average of the zero pecuniary return on currency and
conventional demand deposits, with the pesitive rates received on NOW,
Super NOW, and other interest-bearing accounts in M¥l. The savings
deposit rate is the average of one series provided by Goldfeld and one
by Hamburger. While these are similar before 1974, after that date they
differ, and so we used an unwelghted average of the two.

Qur choice of alternative dynamic specifications is motivated in
part by the analysis of the short-run demand for woney in the earlier

sections of the paper. Our suggestion that the demand for real balances
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should respond with different lags to changes in output, orices, and the
interest rate is pursued by introducing a set of additional uncon-
strained distributed lags into the standard partial adjustment formula-
tion. Our analysis of supply shocks is followed up by introducing a
proxy for the effects of supply shocks into the equation for real
balances. Finally, the identification problem introduced by the
possible existence of 2 money supply or reaction function helps to guide
our interpretation of shifts in coefficients after 1973.

The alternative models of dynamic specification begin with Model A,
the standard partial adjustment equation used by Goldfeld and most of
his followers. This corresponds in our general notation to (33), which
has the notable features that no lagged values of any independent
variables are included, and only a single lag of the dependent variable.
Model B introduces a proxy for supply shocks into the same partial
adjustment specification. Model C loosens the dynaﬁic restrictions
imposed by the usual partizal adjustment model by adding four lags of
each explanatory variable, as well as the second through fourth lag of
the dependent variable. This generalized dynamic model explaining the
log level of real balances (Yt) in terms of the lagged values of N
explanatory variables (X) can be writtenm as:

L

N
oy ¥, = B, +1

e
¢ i=l §=0

L
L. X . : .+
813 t,t—j jzi BN+1,_] Yt“; t
Model D is like C but loosens the restriction in the Goldfeld formula=-
tion that excludes the current and lagged price level, which amounts to
imposing the assumption that the demand for real balances is homogencous

of degree zero in prices instantanecusly. Models C and D share with B

the inclusion of the same proxy fer supply shocks, in each case entered
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as & current value and four lagged values.

Model E is the differenced data format for the change in the log of
real balances. This is estimated in an unrestricted format that is
parallel to (40) and includes the current value as well as four lagged
changes for each independent variable, and four lagged changes of the
dependent variable. This is the generalization of the “"differenced
data”™ model suggested by HPS (1982, p. 27):

N+1,5 et M

L
oy, = +E I 5L
I N =l

The last model (F) is the error correction model (EGM), generalized

to be symmetric with (41) by allowing for multiple lags:

(42) ¥ = 8, +}: I * B XY o+ T B X +e,.
i=l j=0

Bii®1, e Nei+le=1=1" %t

-
[Pt 11

1

Here the differenced independent variables are entered exactly as in
(41). Then comes the error correction term. The final set of terms
consists of each independent variable, entered as one additional lag
beyond L, to test the possible non-proporrionality of Y to X in the

steady state.

VI. EMPIRICAL RESULTS

Basic Results for the S5ix Models

Results are shown in Table 1. The six columns correspond to the
six models, estimated over the sample period 1956:Q3~1972:Q4. 1In
addition to the coefficients (or sums of coefficients where lagged
variables are invelved), and the adjusted r2 and standard error, the

Cochrane—Orcutt “rho” coefficient of serial correlation is shown for the



36A

TABLE 1

Alternative Dynamic Specifications

for Sample Period 1956:Q3-1972:Q4

and Post~1972 Dynamic Simulation Errors

Dopendent Variable: Real M1
Partial Add
Adjustment, Supply Aadd Add Differenced Error
No lags on X  Shocks Lags Deflacor Data Correction
(ar (B) (C) ()] {E} (F)
2 N 0.18%* Qu17%* 0.06 0.14%
ZﬂQ:—i 0.73 0.68
P, =0.07%*
t-i
;AEt_i -0.03 0.14
= -0.01% -0.01  -0.01  ~0.01
£RE -0.03% -0.05
Ty
5D .
ZRt_i -0.03% -U.03% -0.0L -0.01
5D
ERCC, ~0.11% ~0.13
Eth"i ~1.72% ~-0.44 -2.26 -0.35 -0.05
Z(M—P)t-i 0.63%% 0.60%* 0.87%% 0.71%%
EA(M—P}t_i ~0.24 -G.93
(PHQ-M) g 0.14
Qt—5 “U-U?
T8 -
Rems 0.01
3}
e ~0.00
7 992 .992 .994 .995 .523 .563
S.E.E.(%) 0.50 0.48 .42 0.38 0.45 0.43
e 0.41% 0.46%
Simulation (% Errors)
RMSE
(teo 76/83) 4.7/ 11.8 4.3/10.0 4.9/ 9.8 2.0/ 2.4 3.3/ 6.3 6.1/ 11.0
Mean Error
(to 76/83) -3.9/-10.1 -2.8/-8.5 -3.9/-8.8 0.6/-0.3 =2.1/-5.3 -=5.1/-10.0

Note:

levels.

Asterisks indicate significance at the 3 percent (*) or 1 percent {(**)
A1l equations also Include constant Lerms.
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Goldfeld specification in the first two columns; this transformation is
not applied in the other columns where the inclusion of four values of
the lagged dependent variable is sufficient to eliminate the serial
correlation problem. The bottom of the table lists both root mean—
squared errors and mean errors in dynamic simulations for the 197383
period (1973-76 and 1973-83 errors are shown separately). These
simulations are “dynamic” in the sense that they generate the lagged
dependent variable endogenously while treating as exogencus all of the
other variables. The dynamic simulations of the ECM generate the lagged
velocity variable endogenously as the ratio of exogenous P} to
-endogenous M.

The first colusm exhibits the results for the standard “first
order”™ parcial adjustment formulation, model A. The familiar post—
sample dynamic simulation errors occur when the 1958-72 equation is
extrapolated beyond its sample period; the RMSE in the dynamic
simulation for 1973-83 is 11.8 percent, and the mean error is -10.1
percent (that is, actual less than predicted). This is the simulatien
error that 1s plotted in the bottom frame of Figure 1 above. The long-
rua elasticities implied by the coefficients for Model A are 0.49 for
income and -0.11 for the two interest rates taken rogether; both of
these are smaller than in the original Goldfeld paper, reflecting some
combination of data revisions and our slightly different treatment of
the opportunity cost of holding money. As always occurs with model A,
there is is significant positive serial correlation, as indicared by the
significant estimated "rho" coefficient of 0.4l.

Model B is identical to model A but adds the cucrent and four

lagged values of a proxy for the influence of supply shoeks on the rate
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of inflartien. This proxy is taken from my earlier work on the U. S.
inflation process (Gordon-King, 1982), and consists of the actual values
of four variables represencing che influence of supply shocks, times
their coefficients estimated in a reduced-form equation like (4) above
that explains the inflation rate. 1> The top frame of Figure 1 shows the
cemulative value (i.e., the integral) of this supply-shock proxy. The
proxy has the expected negative sign, and the sum of coefficlents of
~1.72 is significant at the 5 percent level. The simulation errors of
model B are uniformly smaller than those of model A, but only by a
relatively small amount.

Model C contaias the same variables as model B but adds four lagged
values of each explanatery variable, as well as lags two through four of
the dependent variable. The additional lags are jointly significant,
with F{15,41) = 2.00, slightly above the 5 percent significance level of
1.92. However, there is no improvement in the dynamic $imulation
errors, which are almost as large as for Model A. Also notable is the
substantial drop in the sum of coefficients on the supply shock proxy.

A further iwmprovement in fir, and 2 drawatic improvement in post—
sample simulation performance, occurs when the current and four lagged
values of the GNP deflator (P) are added to model C, and these results
are shown as model D. The sum of coefficients on the price variable 1s
significant at better than the one percent level, and the addition of
the price variable also causes the sum of coefficients on the supply-
shock proxy to jump to ~2.26, which just misses sipnificance at the 5

percent level. The F{5,36) ratio on the addition of the five price

15Details are given in footnote 12 above.
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terms is 3.19, as compared to the 5 percent significance level of
2.48. OQverall, the F(25,36) ratio on the addition of all the 25 extra
terms in model D, as compared to model A, is 2.76, as compared to the
one percent significance level of 2.30C.

The dynamic simulation performance of medel D is dramarically
better than any of the others. The root mean squared error for the
197383 simulation is only 2.4 percent, as compared to 11.8 percent for
model A. The mean error is only =0.3 perceant, as compared to =10.1
percent. In fact in 1982:34, the 40th quarter of the simelation, the
error is only 1.4 percent (although it grows to 5.2 percent in 1983:034
as part of the 1982-83 velocity puzzle discussed below).

The final two columns display results for the two models rhat
explain the difference of the log of real balances, the differenced—-dara
model E, and the error torrection model F. The standard errors in these
equations are comparable to those in models A threugh D, since the
variables are defined as differences in logs {for convenience the
stardard errors are multiplied by 100 and displayed as percentages’.
Models E and F have lower standard errors than models A and B, but
higher errors than the unrestricted models € and D. It is interesting
to note that models D and E have exactly the same number of degrees of
freedom, but the sum of squared residuals for the former is 30 percent
less than for the latter. The simulation performance of model £ is the

second best in Table 1, better than any of the others except for model
p.16

16The model that performed best in my earlier paper (1984a) was a
"nominal” differenced data equation in which the difference of the log
of nominal money was regressed on the log difference of nominal GNP and
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The results for the error—correction model (F) are not particularly
promising. None of the added variables {the lagged levels of velocity,
output, and interest rates) is significant, and the F(4,32) ratio on the
addition of the four level variables not present in model E is 1.83,
well short of the 5 percent significance level of 2.67. Further, the
dynamic simulation performance is as poor as that of model A. The best
thing that can be sald about wmodel F is that the error—cerrection term,
which is lagged velocity (equivalent to X=Y in (42) above) has the
correct sign and is of a plausible magnitude. The signs on the other
level varibles are also correct, and that on lagged cutput implies a
long~run income elasticity of 0.92 (using equation (39)).

Praoponents of the ECM appreocach might object that there are too many
variables and too few degrees of freedom in model F as estimated in
Table 1. To address this issue a "truncated model F" was estimated,
with 13 fewer variables. Lags two through four were omitted for output
and both interest rates, and lags one through four were omitted for the
price level. The resulting rruncated equation has a slightly lower
standard ervor and higher adjusted RZ, aund the coefficient on the error-
correction term is close to the 5 percent significance level. However,

there is no improvement Iin the post—1972 simulation perfo:mance-lj

the other variables in Table 1. A reestimated version of this wmodel
does not fit as well as model E, although it yields a slightly better
simulation performance.

ITThe root—-mean squared and mean errors for 1973-83 are about the same
as for model F in Table 1, although the 1973-76 errors are smaller

{about the same as those for model E). The leng-run income elasticity
is 0.85.
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The Carter Credit Controls and Shifes in_Monetary Regimes

The technique of dynamic simulation is only one of several possible
ways in which the hypothesis of structural shift can be assessed. Some
writers have objected to the dynamic simulation technique, because ir
imposes an overly sharp dichotomy between the dependent variable and the
explanatory variables, since it Fenerates caleculated values only for the
dependent and lagged dependent variables while using actual hisrtorical
values for the explanatory variables. Our earlier discussion of
identification issues tends Lo support this reason for skepticism of
dynamic simulation results and suggests that neither output nor interesr
rates may usefully be treated as exogenous during the post~1972 period
1f during that periecd the Federal Reserve attempted (even
unsuccessfully) to stabilize the growth rate of the monetary base or
money supply.

An alternative measure of structural change is the standard Chow
test. TIn this section we report resulcts for three different Chow tests,
each of which is based on an F ratio that compares the residual sum of
squares for a shorter period with that for a period with the same
initial date but a later rerminarion date. The first test compares
equations for 1956~72 and 1956-76, thus measuriog the significance of a
structural break in 1973:Ql. The second compares equations for 1956-72
and 1956~83, rhus providing an alternative measure of the significance
of a structural break in 1973, The third test compares equations for
1956-7% and 1956-83, thus measuring the sigrnificance of a structural
break in 1980:Ql.

In preliminary work on this topic, it became apparent that much of
the appearance of a structural shift after 1979 could be accounted for

by extremely high residuals in 1980:Q2 and 1980:43. These were almost
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always of opposite sign and roughly equal in magnitude, supporting the
conjecture that the Carter credit controls sharply reduced the money
supply in 1980:Q2 and contributed to 2 rebound of roughly the same
magnitude in 1980:Q3. The residuals in these guarters each have a value
of between 2 and 3 percent at a quarterly rate, or about 10 percent at
an annual rate. The residual sum of squares in the 1956-83 equation
declines by as much as one—~third when these two quarters are “dummied
cut,” aad this seems to be a sensible procedure for such an unusual and
short~lived event {analogous to the treatment of auto or steel strikes
in studies of employment or productivity behavior).

The results of the Chow tests are shown in Table 2. The first two
columns exhibit the alternative tests for a break in 1973:QL, and the
third column shows the test for a break in 1980:Ql (including the two
dummy variables in the extended 1956-82 equation). The results seem to
fall into two groups, models A-D and E~F. In the first four models the
hypothesis of no structural shift seems to be rejected strongly,
although it is interesting to note that the F ratios decline in both
size and significance in making the transition from model A to model
. In contrast the hypothesis of no structural shift im 1973 secems to
be accepted for models E and F, and of no structural shift in 1979 for
medel F. The truncated version of model F sends mixed signals.

The results summarized here can be compared with those reported
recently by Rose (1984), whose basic equation is a truncated version of
the error-correction model-18 Rose finds no structural shift in the

The study by Rose (1984} differs from ours in a number of details,
including the use of seasonally unadjusted data, and a break point of
1974:Q1 rather than 1973:Ql. HNe attempt has been made here duplicate

Rose’s resulrts, and $o our guess as to the reason for the partial
difference in his findings must be viewed as a conjecture.
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TABLE 2
Chow Tests for Structural Shifr
(Each cell shows an F ratie asbove and

degrees of freedom helow;
Asterisks as in Table 1)

1956=72 1956-72 1956=79
vs. 1973~76 vs. 1973-83 vs. 1980-83
Models
A 5. L4x* 3.59%* 3.57%%
(16,61) (41,61) (13,89)
B 2, 44%% 3.15%% 4.37%%
{16,36) (41,56) (13,84)
[ 1.89 2.90%*% 2,91%%
(16,413 (41,41) (13,69)
D 2.23% 2.36%% 2.34%
{16,36) (41,36) (13,64)
E 1.35 1.29 1.87%
(16,36) (41,36} (13,64)
F 1.18 1.43 1.45
(16,32) (41,32) (13,60}
Truncated F 1.71 2.18%% 1.59

(16,45) (41,45) (13,73)
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mid=1970s "Goldfeld puzzle™ period, but a sharp structural shift in the
1980s. The first column of Table 2 also finds no shifr in 1973:Ql fer
the full and truncated versions of model F. However, cur results differ
from Rose in finding no evidence of a break in 1980:Ql. This difference
is probably due to the absence of any attention by Rose to the special
nature of the Carter credit control peried.

Further insight on the nature of the post—1972 shift is provided by
Table 3, which exhibits parallel equations for the 1956-72 and 1956-33
sample periods for three of the models, A, D, and F. This presentation
is intended te focus on the nature of coefficient shifts required by the
various models %o “explain” the behavior of real balances in the post=—
1972 period, in light of the identification issue raised earlier in the
context of money supply and money reaction functions. Th;re we noted
that a shift by the central bank from an interest-rate stabilization
regime to a monetary base stabilization regime will tend to cause
systematic coefficient shifts in an equation explaining real balances
(see equation (30) above). In particular, the coefficient on cutput may
shift from positive to negative, there may be a negative effect of the
inflation rate, and the coefficient on the interest rare may shift from
negative Lo positive.

There is some support im Table 3 for this analysis. 1In all three
models there is a marked reduction in the size of the coefficient on
output, and that coefficient even turns slightly negative in column
(6). The coefficient on both interest rate terms declines in absolute
value for medels D and F, and the savings deposit rate coefficient
changes sign for model A. Further, in model F the coefficients on both

the inflation rate and the supply sheck proxy become significantly
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TABLE 3

Alternative Dynamic Specificacions
for Sample Period 1956-Q3-1972:Q4

and Post~1972 Dynamic Simulation Errors

Dependent Variable: Real M1
Medel A Model D Model F
185672 1956-43 1956~72 1956~83 1956=~72 1956-83
1) (2) (3) (&) (5) (6)
mt—i 0.18%% 0.11* 0.14% ¢.02
Eth_i 0.68 .01
r . -0.07* 0.00
i
- *
e, 0. 14 1.23%*
TB
ZRcmi ~0.01* ~0.03%x -0.01 -C.01
TB
EARt_i -0.05 ~D.01
D
2 -0.03% 0.03%*  —0.0) 0.00
sD
IR -0.13 -0.04
EYZt*i -2.26 -(.52 -0.05 -1.95%
E(M—P)t-i 0.63% 0.90%** C.71%% 1.00%%
&MY ~0.93 -0.21
(P+Q-M)t"'5 0.14 -3.01
Qs -0.07 C.04
TEB - -
Rees 0.01 0.01
5D .
Rt—5 ~0.00 0.00
Dummy 80:Q2 =0.02%x* “D U2k =0.02%*
Dummy 80:Q3 0.01 0.02%4% 0.03%%
% .992 .999 .995 .991 .563 718
S.E-E. (%) 0.50 G.65 0.38 .50 0.43 C.48
o D.41% 0.41%
Note: Asterisks indicate significance at Lhe & percent {*) or 1 percent (%%)

levels.

All equations also include constant terms.
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negative, which would be consistent with the negative cocfficient on the
inflation term in the reduced-form real balance eguation {(30) above,
reflecting the assumed monetary control regime (27) in which the desired
base {s negatively velated te the inflation rate.

Models D and F outperform model A by three ¢riteria——goodness of
fit in every sample peried, post—~1972 dynamie simulation performance,
and the significance of a post—1972 srructural shift as measured by a
Chow test. However, neither model D nor F is satisfactory as a model of
the short-run demand for money. In the 1956~83 equation for model D
(Table 3, column 4} no variable is sigaificant except for the lagged
dependent variable and the c¢redit control dummies. The error=-correction
model F has no significant coefficients except for the inflation rate,
the supply shock proxy, and the credit contrel dummies. It is hard to
avoid reaching the counc¢lusion that these long~period equations represent
a rather futile attempt to fit a single reduced—form equation for real
balances to a period when the underlying real balance equation was
“"ehanging its stripes™ from something like a partial adjustment model
for money demand (best described for 1956~72 by model D) to something
like a money reaction function of the central bank. The fact that the
coefficients on output in columns (4) and (6) are essentially zero scems
censistent with the notion that the true underlying coefficient shifted
from positive to negative in the wake of the conjectured change in

control regimes.

The 1981-83 "Velocity Puzzle”™

Throughout most of the empirical section of this paper the primary

emphasis has been on an examination of the stability of alternative
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models across the 1973 dividing line that marks the beginning of the
"Goldfeld puzzle” period. Anr equally interesting period occurred more
recently, between late 1981 and late 1983. During this interval there
was a sharp decline in the velocity of both Ml and M2 relative to their
pre-1981 trends, and a corresponding inerease In the quantity of real
balances relative to the predictions of most money demand eguations.
How do the six empirical models fare in explaining the change in real
balances over chis interval?

The comparison in Table 4 focusses on two quarters. The first of
thegse, 1981:0Q4, is the quarter in which most of the dynamic simulations
reach their largest negative value (i.e., actual minus predicred). From
then until the end of the sample peried in 1983:03, the simulation
ervors uniformly shift in a positive directrion. Dynamic simulation
errerg are shown for those two quarters in Table 4 for each of the six
models. The top half of the table reports simulation errors for
equations estimated through 1972, and the bottom kalf reports errors for
equations estimated through 197%. The first three columns refer to
results for the conventional measure of Mi.

Although the size of the errors differs across the models, with the
smallest absolute value of errors achieved for model D in the top half
of Table 4 and for model B in the bhottom half, the conclusions regarding
the 1981:04 through 1983:03 interval are identical. Both simulacions of
each of the six models exhibit a marked movement of the error in a
positive direction, i.e., the actual level of real M! balances increased
relative to the prediction, In most cases by between 5 and 8 percent.
This shift is only slightly less than the 10 percent shortfall of

velocity in this peried relative to its trend from 1970 to 1980.
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TABLE 4

Prediction Errors in Dynamic Simulations
in 1981:04 and 1983:03

Conventional M1 Transactions Ml

Model 1981.1IV  1983.11% (2)~(1) 1981.1V "T961.TIT (5)-(4}

(1) (2) (3) (4) (5) {6)
Sampla 1956-72

A -18.2 -1G.6 7.6 ~20.7 ~16.7 4.0

B ~16.7 -11.2 5.5 -1%.2 -17.4 1.8

c "15.6 ~9.6 6.0 ~18.2 -16.1 2.1

D -2.8 5.2 8.0 ~-7.0 ~2.9 4.1

E ~11.2 -5.3 6.9 -12.0 ~-8.7 3.3

F ~-17.5 ~10.8 6.7 -17.0 «13.6 3.4
Sample 1956~79

A -2.6 5.6 8.2 ~7.8 -3.6 4.2

B -2.5 1.3 3.8 -7.5 ~6.7 0.8

c -0.5 5.1 5.6 ~5.3 -3.2 2.1

D 3.3 11.8 8.5 -1.5 2.9 4.5

E 0.3 5.9 6.2 ~2.4 0.6 3.0
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How much of this simulation error can be attributed to financial
innovations which have shifted the composition withinm M of different
types of deposits? While a full examination of alternative monetary
measures is beyond the scope of this paper, results for one alternative
measure are displayed in the right=hand half of Table 4. This is the Ml
transactions measure recently introduced by Spindt (1984}, constructed
by a method that weights different components of Ml by their estimated
frequency of turnover. Because this measure places less weight than
conventional Ml on some of the newer compoments of Ml {e.g., NOW and ATS
accounts), it increases less in 1982 and 1983 than the official measure
of Ml. Corresponding to this is the uniformly smaller 1981-83 shift in
the simalation errors, shown in the far right-hand column of Table 4.
The errors are roughly half those calculated with the couventional Mi
measure, suggesting that a substantial part of the 1981-83 velocity
puzzle is attributable to the comsequences of financial deregulation
that increased the fraction of Ml consisting of new types of deposits

1%
with a relatively low transactions turnover.

VII. CONCLUSION

Relation of Empirical Results to Preceding Analysis

The analyrical portion of this paper in sections II-IV suggested

that the conventional approach to the study of the short-run demand for

The Spindr transactions Ml concept ("MQ"} is available since 1970:Q1
as an index number based in that quarter. Our results for the
conventional Ml have been duplicared using the alternative concept by
linking it to comventional ML in the transirion quarter. These results
are not presented in the earlier tables, because they exhibit few
differences that shed light on the main issues.
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money is plagued by severe problems of misspecification and
identification. Several problems were suggested through the analysis of
models of individual and aggregate behavior. The first of these led to
the implication that the usual restriction in money demand equations
that includes only the current value of an explanatory variable, and no
lagged values, is unjustiffed. A model of individual behavior based on
the permanent income hypothesis of money demand yielded a specification
in which numerous lapgs of income enter, as weli as at least one lag on
the interest rate. This wodel is supported in our empirical work by the
results for medels €, D, E, and F, in which several lagged values of
explanatory ocutput and interest rate variables enter sigunificantly.

The next suggestion was that the standard money demand equation
might be misspecified if there were gradual adjustment for nominal
balances cowbined at the aggregate level with gradual adjustment of the
price level. That analysis led to an equation for real money balances
that adds a “supply-shock™ variable (zt) to the speciffcation. Feor
practical estimation my proxy for this variable is the contribution.of
various supply shock terms (changes in the relative price of food and
energy, changes in the effective exchange réte, the deviation of
productivity growth from trend, and effects of Nixon price controls) ia
the reduced-form equation that I previously developed for the analysis
of U. 5. postwar inflation. The proxy variable consists of the acrual
values of the supply-shock variables multiplied by their estimated
coefficlents in the inflation equation. This supply shock proxy is
statistically significant when added to several of the models,
especially when the sample period is extended to include the 1973~-83

period.
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The final supgestion in the analyrical section was that a shift in
contrel regimes by the central bank may shift coefficients in the
reduced forr relation explaining real or nominal balances without
indicating any shift in the underlying parameters of the structural
money demand equation. The consistent teadency In our results for the
coefficient on output to decline in the 1956~83 period as compared to
1956-72 suggests rhar there may be something to this "regime shift”
in:erﬁretation of parameter instability. The result that in several
models the coefficient on inflation becomes more significantly negative
in rhe 1956-83 period is also consistent with the view rhar the equation

for real balances mixes together demand and supply parameters.

Verdict on the Alternative Models of Dynamic Adjustment

This paper provides a preliminary set of evidence on the
consequences of varying the dynamic specification of the “money demand™
relation from the standard parrial adjustment approach thar is almost
always employed. The results indicate a tendency for the large
“Goldfeld puzzle™ errors that emerge after 1972 with rhe standard
specification to decline sharply in size when the supply shock proxy is
added, and when each explanatory variable is allowed to enter with four
lagged as well as tbe current value. The verdict on the error
correction approach 1s thus far mixed. Model D (partizal adjustment with
lags) fits better for 1956-72 than model F {error correction), but the
reverse is true for 1956-83. Whereas model D has much smaller errors
than model F in the post—~1972 dynamic simulation, model F performs
better in Chow teszs and indicates less evidence of a post-1972

structural shift. Both models D and F when estimated for the longer
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1956-83 period exhibit numerous insignificant coefficients that can be
Interpreted as representing a mixture of demand and supply responses.

The most important conclusion of the paper is not to eontribute
“one best equation” which is alleged to be stable over some subperiod of
past historical data, but rather to contribute a new interpretation of
why such equations are so often unstable. Coefficients in equations for
real balances shift in response to changes in monétary control regimes,
and the changes in coefficients In our alternative models can be
interpreted plausibly as reflecting a shift by the Federal Reserve from
greater emphasis on stabilizing Interest rates to stabilizing monetary
aggregates. This interpretation of the estimated equations as
“interesting reduced forms," rather thas structural money demand
equations, eliminates the need to rationalfze peculiar coefficieats,
e.g., the zero coefficient on output in models D and F for 1956-83, or
the large negarive coefficient on prices and the supply shock term in
model F. These results are all consistent with the hypothesis that the
Federal Reserve during at least part of our sample period tended teo
reduce ML iIn response to “good news”™ on ovutput and "bad news” on

inflation.




50

REFERENCES
Barro, Robert J. “Unanticipated Money Growth and Unemployment in the

United States.”™ American Economie Review 67 (March 1977), 101-15.

» and Rush, Mark. “Unanticipated Money and Economic

Activity.” In 5. Fischer, ed., Rational Expecrations and Economic

Policy. Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 1980, 23-48.
Bean, Charles. “Targeting Nominal Income: An Appraisal.™ Economic
Journal 93 (Decémber 19833, 806~19.
Coats, Warren L., Jr. “Modeling the Short~run Demand for Money with
Exogenous Supply.” Economic Inquiry 20 (April 1982), 222-38.
Cooley, Thomas F. and LeRoy, Stephen F. “Identification and Estimation

of Money Demand.” American Sconomic Review 71 (December 1981),

825-44.

Davidson, James. T“Error Correction Systems.” Working paper, January
1984 (a).

- “Money Disequilibrium: An Approach to Modeling Monetary
Phenomena in the U. K.” Working paper, 1984 (b).

Eisner, Robert, and Strotz, Robert B. “Determinants of Business
Investment.” In Commission on Money and Credit, Impacts of
Monetary Policy. Englewood Cliffs: Prenrice-Hall, 1963, 60-337.

Feldstein, Martin. “Monetary Policy.” Remarks before the Annual
Conference of the Export-Import Bank (March 9, 1984).

Friedman, Benjamin. “The Inefficiency of Short-run Monetary Targets and

Monetary Policy.” Brookings Papers on Economic Activity 8 (No. 2

19773, 293-335.
Friedman, Milton. "The Demand for Money: Some Theoretical and

Empirical Resuits.” Journzl of Political Fconomy 67 (August




51

1959), 327-51.

« Why Econemists Disagree.” 1In Dollars and Deficits.

Englewood Cliffs: Prentice-Hall, 1968.
- T“Lessons from the 1979-32 Monerary Policy Experiment.”

B

American Economic Review 74 {May 1984), 397-400.

Goldfeld, Stephen M. “The Demand for Money Revisited.” Brookings

Papers on Economic Activity & (No. 3, 1973), 577-638.

- "The Case of the Missing Money.™ Brookings Papers on

Economic Activity 7 (No. 3, 1976), 683-730.

Gordon, Robert J. ““"Cuzput Fluctuations and Gradual Price Adjustment.”

Journal of Economic Lirerature 19 (June 1981), 493-530.

- T“Price Inertia and Policy Ineffectiveness in the United

States, 1890-1980." Journal of Political Economy 90 {December

19823, 1087-1117.

+  "The Conduct of Domestic Monetary Policy.” Presented at
the Bank of Japam, First International Conference on Monetary
Policy in Qur Times. Forthcoming in Conference Proceedings,
Albert Ando, ed., M.I.T. Press. National Bureau of Economic
Research Working Paper 1221, Ccrober 1983.

- "The 1981-82 Velocity Decline: A Structural Shift in

Income or Money Demand?™ Monetary Targeting and Velocity,

Conference Proceedings. Federal Reserve Bank of San Francisco,
(19843, 67-99 (a).

+ Macroeconomics, Third Edition. Boston: Little, Brown &

Co., 1984 (b).
+ TAn Exploration of Practical Methods for the Implementation

of a Nominal GNP Targer for Monetary Policy.” Paper presented at




52

the Bank of Canada, Otrtawa, April 12, 1984. (e}

- “Supply Shocks and Monetary Policy Revisited.” American
Economic Review 74 (May 1984), 38-43 {d).

, and King, Stephen R. “The Output Cost of Disinflactlon in
Traditional and Vector Autoregressive Models.™ Brookings Papers

on Economic Activity 13 (No. 1, 1982), 205~42.

Granger, C. W. J., and Newbold, P. “Spurious Regressions in

Econometriecs.” Journal of Econometrics 2 (1974), 111-20.

Griliches, Zvi. “Distributed Lags: A Survey,” Eeconometrica 35
(January, 1967), 16-49.

Guzzardi, Walter, Jr. “The Dire Warnings of Milton Friedman.™ Fortune
(March 19, 1984), 27-34,

Hall, Robert E. “Macroeconomit Policy under Structural Change.” In

Industrial Change and Publiec Poliey. Kansas City: Federal

Reserve Bank, 1983, 85-111.
Hendry, David F. “The Simple Analytics of Single Dynamic Econometric
Equations.” Working paper, April, 1980 (a).
« “Predictive Fallure and Econometric Modelling in
Macroeconomics: The Transactlons Demand for Money.™ In P.

Ormeron, ed., Modelling the Economy. London: Heinenan

Educational Books, 1980, 221-42 (b).
, Pagan, A. R., and Sargan, J. D. “Dynamic Specification.™
London School of Economics Discussion Paper Wo. A26, (1982),
ferthcoming as a chapter in the North-Holland Handbook of
Econometrics.
Judd, John P., and Scadding, John L. “The Search for a Stable Money

Demand Function.” Journal of Economic Literature 20 (No. 3,




53

1982), 993-1023.

Laidler, David. The Demand for Money: Theories and Empirical

Evidence. 2nd ed. Wew York: Dun=Donnelley, 1977.
. "The Demand for Money in the United States — Yet Again.”

In Karl Brunner and Allan Meltzer eds., On the State of Macro—

Economics. Carnegle—Rechester Conference Series on Public Policy
12 (1980).

. Monetarist Perspectives. Cambridge: Harvard University

Press, 1982.
Meade, J. E. “The Meaning of Internal Balance."” Economic Journal 88
(September 1978%, 423-35.

Okun, Arthur M. Prices and OQuantities Washington: The Brookings

Institution, 1981.
Plosser, Charles 1., and Schwert, G. William. “Money, Income, and
Sunspots: Measuring Economic Relationships and the Effects of

M fferencing.” Journal of Monetary Econcmles 4 (November 1978),

637-60.

Rose, Andrew. “An Alternative Approzch to the American Demand for
Momey."” Working Paper, April 1984.

Spindt, Paul A. “Money Is What Money Does: Monetary Aggregation and
the Equation of Exchange.” Working Paper, February 1984.

Tobin, James. “Menetary Policy: Rules, Targets, and Shocks.” Journal

of Monevy, Credit and Banking 15 (November 1983), S506-18.




